CHAPTER XXVL
THE BATTLES OF WASHINGTON.
T twenty minutes after 12 Sena-
A Halnes were still andisturbed
by any move on the part of

tor Langdon and Secretary
Feabody and Stevens, who malntained

g sllence that to Haloes was distinctly |

eminous. His experience at the capi-
tal had taoght blm that when the sen-
ste machine was quiet It was time for
gome one 1o get out from under.

Miss Williams, the npaval commit-
tee’s stenographer, entered,

«gepator Langdon,” she sald, “Sena-
tor Peabody and Senator Stevens are
In committee
room G, and they
twold me to tell

K,

1"—

Please, sir,

polated Langdon,
laughing.

it They'll be--
that—If they
come In here at
12:380. You must

they say."”

tlemen I'm sitting
“Totell you that they'd pere with my hat

i on the back of
oy head smoking a good see-gar with
nalls driven through both shoes ioto
the floor—and looking at the clock.”

At 12:20 Senator Slevens entered.

“] enme to warn you, Langdon,” he
sald, “that Senator Peabody's patience
I nearly exhausted. You must come
to see him at once If you expect the
south to get & naval base at Altacooln
or puywhere else. If you do not agree
to take his ndvice this naval bill and
any other that you are Interested in
pow or in future will be trampled un-
derfoot in the senate. Mississippi will
have no use for a senator who cannot
produce results in Washington, and
that will prove the bitterest lesson you
have ever learned.”

“I'm walting for Peabody here, Ste-
vens™

“Oh, ridicplous! Of course bhe's not
roming. Why, Langdon, he's the king
of the senate, He has the biggest men
of the country at his call. He's"—

“He's got one minute left.,” observed
Langdon, looking at the clock, “bat
be'll come. 1 trust Peabody more than
the best clock made at a time lke this
when"—

“D—ad4a,” inter- |

|

you that tll.ll;'}"(l |fs-red it to me yet.
be— 1 can't say | 4y business with you.™

“Yes, sir, that's | ex wor senuie.~

ﬁ.t; Uluer auoerag pay.

“I've heard of that commission”

Langdon, s
“Well, Senator Peabody bhas the

nnming of two senstors who will g0 on his colleagues trimmphant
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nerTs always |

thought there was hero |

“And, gentlemen”—he advaneed on

Iy—*when |1,

that commission, and | suggested that | Senator Langdon of Misslssippl, your
your character and ability would make | CTe8tlon In politic, have fnished that '

Fou"—

speech 1 dare one of you to get up and

“Good glory,™ exclalmed hn.dan. ‘d!n! a word™ |

“vou mean that my character and abil-

ity would make me something or oth. ellite were dumfounded,

erif I kept

“The boss of the senate™ and bis sat- |
Firmly be- |

my mouth shut in the sey. | Jeving that Langdon could find no way
| Bte this afternoon! Stevens, I've been  [° P28 the bl for Altacoola snd

yet |

surprised so many times since I came POl thelr crooked scheme, they were

10 the capltal that it doesn’t affect | 'OWlly unprepared for any such de- |

me any more. I'm just amused nt
your offer or Senator Peabods's.

“I want to tell you two senators |

that there's only one thing that 1 want
In Washington—and you haveu't of-
When you do I'll

“What's that? Speak out, man™ said
Peabody quickly.
“A squire deal for the people of the
Cuited States™
“Good Lord!™ exclaimed .“the boss
TI8 ULS W asnngou
or Is it heaven!™

“It 18 pot heaven, senator™ put In
Hulnes

“Man alive” cried Peabody, “I've

come to them, | been In Washington so long that"'—

“Bo long yon've forgotten that the

Langdon, “and there are more llke you
in the senate, all because the voters

mave po chance to choose thelr own
senators. The public |n most states
hins to tnke the kind of a senatoy that
the legislamre, made up mostly of
politiclans, feels like making them
take. Yuun, Peabody, wouldn't be In
the senate teday if the voters had any-
thing to say about it.”

The Pennsylvanian shrugged bhis
ghonlders.

“And now I'fl tell you boporahle sen-
ators,” went on Langdon, thoroughly
arcoused, “something to surprise you. 1
have discovered that yon were not
working for yourselves alone In the
Altaroolas deal, but that you Intend to

turn your land over fo the Standard I

Bteel company at a blg profit ks spop
638 this naval base bill is passed. Then
that company will squeeze the govern-
ment for the best part of the hundred
mililons that are to be spent.”

The senator sank back in his chair
and gazed at his two opponents,

Those two statesmen jumped to thelr
feot.

“{"ome, Stevens, let him do what he
will, We ennnot stay here to be in-
sulted by the ravings of & madman”™
crisd the Penusyivapian, But he

The figure of the senjor senator from | y.velt his sssoclate to o standstill

Fennsylvania appenred fn the door-
way.

“Good day, Benator Langdon,” he
rmarked lelly.

“Bawe to you. Have a see-gar, sena-

tor," said Langdon. He turned and |

winked significantly at Halnes.

The three senators seated themselves,

“l soppose you wouldn't consider
yourself so lmportant, Langdon, if you
knew thut we now find we can get an-
otber member of the naval affairs com-
mittee over to our side for Altacoola.”
began Peabody. “That gives us 8 ma-
Jorlty of the committee without your
yore."

“That wouldn't prevent wme from
making & minority report for Gulf
City ond explaining why I made that
report, would It¥ the Mississippian
osked blundly.

Peabody nnd Btevens both knew that
fwouldo't. Stevens exchanged glances
Wwith “the boss of the senate” and in
low volce began making to Langdon a
proposition to which Peabody's assent
liad been gained.

“Langdon, we would like to be
flone.” angd he nodded toward Halnes,

“Sorry can't oblige, senntor,” Lang-
don replied. “Bud apd | together make
Up the senator from Mississippl.”

"All right. What I wanot to say s
this: The president is appoiuting a
Commisslon to investigate the condl-
tion of the unemployed. The members
fre to go to Europe, five or six coun-
frics, ond look into conditlons there,
lelaurely, of course, 80 as to formulate
E place of Jegislation that will solve the
existing problems in this country. A
Most generons expense account will be
Mlowed by the government. A mem
ber can take his family. A son, fur in-
Hance, could act ss financlal secre-

midwuy to the door. *“By the way,
Laungdon. what 1s it you are golng to
do In the senate this afternoon?” Le
asked., “You sald you were going fo
make us bhonest against pur will. You
know you can’t do apything.”

Bud Halnes turoed bis face toward
the spenker and grinned broad,, to
the senator's intense discomfort.

“pll do more than that” announced
Langdon, rising and pounding a fist
fnto his open hand. *“I'll make you
and Stevens more popular than you
ever were in your lives before.”

“Bah! shouted Peabody.

“1'1l do even more yet. I'm going to
make you generous—patriots. And, 1
regret to say, I'll glve you the r:h.s:mce
to make the hits of your careers.

The polished hypocrites looked at
him, tov astonished to move.

“How? What? they gasped.

Swept on by his own enthusinsm
and the force of his own courageous
honesty, the volce of the southerner
rose to oratorical height.

“This nfternoon,” he exclaimed,
“when the mnaval base committes
makes Its report 1 will rise in my
place and declare that for once in the
history of the senate men have been
found who place the interests of the
government they serve above any
chanee of pecuniary reward. These
men are the members of the naval
base committee.

“With this idea in view, realizing
that dishonest men would try to make
money out of the government, these
members of the naval base committee,
after they settled on Altacools, went
out quietly and secured control of al
the land that will be needed for the
paval base, and these wew mnred
this at 8 very nominal figure. Now
they are ready to turn over thelr land
to the government At exactly what
they paid for It without a ceut of

t.
W-;rﬁnen they're golug to sit up over
there In that sennte. They're golog
to realize that & new kind of politics
bas errived in Waehington—the kefnd

Intense Co'lcky Pains Relleved.

w some years I suffered from
intense colicky palns which would
gome on at times and from which 1
could find no relief,” says 1. 8. Ma-
son. of DBeaver Dam, Ky. “Cham-
berlain’s Colie, Cholera and Diarrhoes
Remedy was recommended to me DY
After taking a few doses
of the remedy 1 was entirely reliev-
ed. That was four years 8go and
there has been no return of the
symoptoms since that time.” This
remedy Is for sale by Burnaugh &
Mayfield,

|
|
|
|

“Tell the gen- | Amerioan people really exist,” retorted !

|
|

-m-m.,.'.
“I dare one of pou ta aet up and deny a
word " |
nonement. To think that a simple, old |
fashloped planter from the colton
fields of Mississippl could originate
such n plan to outwit the two ablest |
politieal tricksters In the sennte!
Langdon eyed his colleagues tri-
umphauntly,
Peabody, however, was thinking |
guickly. He was never beaten until |

the last vote was counted on a roll |
call. He knew that, no matter how ap- l
parently Insurmountable an opposition |
wag, o way to overcowe it might often |
he found by the man who t'KPI’I’.‘i.‘\‘vt'ﬂ|
strong self control and a tralned brain.
This corrupt vietor In scores of bitter
political engagements on the hattlefield
of Washington was now in his most
dangerous mood. He would marshal
all s forces, The mnn to defest him
now must defeay the entire senate ma-
chine and the ullies it could gonin in an
emergency; he must overcome the
power of Btandard Steel; he must fight
the resourceful braln of the masterful
Peabody himself. |

Peabody whispered to Stevens, “We
must pretend to be beaten.”

Then the Pennsylvanian advanced.
smiling, to Langdon and beld oot his
hand.

“S8enator Langdon® he sald, “I'm
beaten. You've beaten the leader of
the senate, something difficult to e

g —— ST

—

_'__'_""--—'-_..:'
“Senator Langdon, I'm beaten.”

leve. What's more, you've given me
the chance of a lifetime to become
known as & public benefuctor. As soon |
as you've finlshed your speech ln the
senate I will get up and make auother
one—to second yours. Here's my hand,
Anything you may ever waut out of
Peabody 1o the future shall be yours
for the asking"

Langdon refused to grusp the prof-
fered hand,

Renutor Btevens made a show of pro-
testing against his superior's seeming
surrender.

“But,” be objected, “look bhere"—

Pesbody turned upon bim Instantiy.

“0b, shut up, Stevens:; don't be a
fool. Come on fu. The water's fine.”

The palr of schemers, with Norton
at thelr beelg hurrisd swaw
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The Supreme court bhas denled
James A, Finch, the Portland lawyer,
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Dou’t fall to hear the “Band Con.
oert” givesn by Burk's Big  Uncle
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The Peousyivanian drew  Stevens |
Inte committee room 6 and, ordering
the stenographer to leave, drew up
chalrs where both could sit, facing the |
door.

“We've thrown dust ln that old gan-
der's eyes” whispered Peabody. “It's
now ten after 1. He Is to be recog-
nlzed to make his speach at 3:80, That
glves us two hours and twenty min-
ales™—

“Yes, but for whaty" asked Stevens
excitedly. “T've been trying myself to

think of something, What will you do
—~what cam you do?*

“The boss of the senate” smiled pat-
renlzingly on the senlor senstor from
and

Misalssippl, as though amused
poornful  of his
limitations ns o
Siritegist, as a
tennclons fighter.
Then his jow set
burd, and his
brows eontracted

*1 will not do
auything. 1 ean-
not do anything™
~he hesitated a
full ten seconds—
“but Jake Stein-
ert can,”

Stevens’ hands
twitched nervous-
iy.

*And," continued Peabody, “I'm ex-
pecting a phone call from Ll any mo-
ment. 1 told him this morning that
he might be able to make §1,000 be-
fore night I"'—

The telephone bell at the desk in-
terrupted him.

Peabody leaned over and eagerly
clutched the recelver,

The senlor senator from Mississippl
jerked himself to his feet. He stood
at p window and looked out over the
roof tops of the city.

Peabudy eagerly
clutched (he ro-
eclver.

CHAPTER XXVIL
MRS. SPANGLER GIVES A LUNCHEON,
HEN Senators Peabody and
Btevens had gone Langdon
and Bud went over the situn-
tion together and concluded
thut thelr opponents bad po means of
defeating Laugdon's program—that,
after all, Peabody might really bave
meant his words of surrender,

“But they might try foul play. Bet-
ter stay right here In the eapltol the
rest of the day,” suggested Bud,

Langdon scoffed at the lden.

Haines bustled away to get a few
mouthfuls of lunch to fortify himself
for a busy afternoon—one that was go-
ing to be far busler than he Imagined.

The telephone bell rang at the senn-
tor's desk. It was Mrs. Spungler's
volce that spoke.

“Senator Langdon,” she sald, “Caro-
llua and Hope Georgla are here at my
bhome for luncheon, and we all waut
ryou to joln us”

“Sorry | cannot sccepl,” answered
the Mississippian, “but I am to make
an {mportant speech this afternoon™—

“Oh, yes, | know. The girls and 1
are coming to hear it. But you have
two hours' time, and if you come we
can all go over to the sennte together,
Now, senator, humor us a little, Don't
disappolut the girls and me. We cun
ull drive over to the eapltol in my ear
riage.”

The plapter hesitated, then replied,
“All right: I'll be over, but it mustn't
be a very long luncheon.”

“Gone to eat; back by 3 o'cleck.” he
scratehed quickly on & pad on the see-
retary’s desk and departed.

Mrs. Bpangler's luncheons were
equally as popular In Washington as
Benator Langdou's dinoers, The Mis
sissipplan and bls daughters enjoyed
the delicaclss spread lavishly before
thetn,

Time pussed quickly. The old plant-
er enjoyed seelng Lis dsugliters bave
#0 bappy n tlwe, nod be was pot Inseu-
gible to the charm of Lis hostess' con-
versation, for Mrs. Bpangler Lad
studied carefully the art of lngratiat
ng herself with her guests,

Buddenly reslizing t(hat be had proba-
biv reachedd the Hmit of the tlme Le
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, could spare, the senator drew out his

wiutlch
“What a stunning fob you wear,”

| quickly spoke Mra, Spangler, reaching
'out ber hand and taking the watch

from her guest's hands as the case
snapped open.

“Oh, that's Carolina's dolngs,” lnugh-
ed Langdon. “She sald the old gold
chaln that my grandfatber left me
was'—

“Why, bow lovely,” murmured Mra
Spangler, glanclug at the wateh,
“We have plenty of time yet. Won't
bhave to burry.
Your tlme s the
sime as mine”
she andded, nod-
ding her head to-
ward a French
rennalssance
vlock on the black
wirble mwantel,

Ax the houtess
did this she deft-
ly turned back
the hands of the
senator's wateh
thirty-ive mlp-
utes,

“Do you care

Deftly turned baek
the hands of the
senator’y wiatoh, to smoke, sena-

tor,”  Mrs. Spangler asked us her

guests concluded thelr repast, “If the
youung Indles do not object?*

Langdon luellned bis head gratefully

wud lnughed,

“They wouldn't be southern girls, 1
reckon, If they didn't wanl to see a
win have everything to make him
bappy—er, I beg pardon, Mrs, Spangler,
I mean, comfortable, Nobody that's
your guest could be unhappy.”

The howtess beamed on the chival-
rous southerner,

Langdon drew forth a thick black
perfecto and settled back luxurfously
In lis chulr; after another glance at
Mre. Spangler's clock. He was ab-
sorbed fo a mental resume of his forth-
comlng specch and did not bear the
next words of the woman, addressed
polntedly to his danghters,

“Da you know, really, why this lunch-

con was glven today?™ she querled,

Then she contluued before Carolina

and Hope Georgla could formulate re-

ply. :

“Becnuse your father and I wanted

to tnke this opportunity to snnounce to

Yolu—our engigetwent.”

The speaker swmilled her sweetest

smile.

The two girls guzed at each other In
weontrollable amazement, then at Mrs.
Spangler, then at thelr father, who had
turned partly away from the table and
wiks guzing abstractedly at the celling.
Hope Georgla was the first to regain

itor by 'phone?

:
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TOIL Mrs. Bpaugler,” she elaculated,
3?-? aAre very kind to marry father,

“"What's that? exclalmed the sena-
tor, roused from his thoughts by his
youngest daughter's words and thrust-
Ing himself forward,

Mra. Bpangler Iald her hand on his
arm,

*Oh, senator, | have just told the
dear girls that you had nsked me to
marry you—that we were soon to be
married,” she sald archly, locking him
stralght In the eye. Bhe clastcd ber
tnnds and murmured, “I am so Lap-
py
(Continued next week.)

It you are all run down Foiey's
Kldney Remedy will help you, It
itrengthens the kidneys so they
#lll eiminate the Impurliios from
the blood that depress the nerves,
and cause exhaustion. backache, rhou-
matlsm, and wurlnary Irregalart les,
which sap the vitality, Do not delay.
Take Foley's Kidney Remedy at
once, DBurnaugh & Mayfleld,

Richard ;]oldon. w;m_ ln:lje the play
01d Jed Prouty, famous, died Tuesday.

Cured Hay Fever and Summer Cold,
A, 8, Nusbaum, Batesville, Indiana,
writes: Last year | sulfered for
three months with a summer cold so
distressing that It Interferad wilth my
business. I had many of ths smp-
toms of hay fever, nnd n doctor's pre
scription did not reach my case, and
I took several medicines which seom.
ed only to aggrava‘e i, Fortunate.
ly 1 insisted upon having Foley'n
Honey and Tar. It quickly cured we
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and Tar with the same succoss,’
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arrhoea Remedy Never Known
to Fail,

“l have used Chamberlain's Colle,
Cholern and Diarrhoea Remedy since
It was ®irst Introduced to the publl:
in 1872, and have never found ona
lnslance where a cure was not spesdl
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A& commercial traveler for elghte:s
years, and never start out on a trl
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